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Assembly Room on the bottom
floor of the courthouse, even
during lunchtime.

The courthouse is still
under a judicial order requiring
guests to wear face masks,
practice social distancing and
submit to temperature checks
before entering the building.

People uncomfortable
voting in a mask may head
to the polls on Election Day,
as currently, facial coverings
are not being required to vote
at precincts, though this is
subject to change. There’s also
the option of requesting an
absentee ballot to mail or drop
off at the Registrar’s Office in
the courthouse.

Poll workers are
following COVID-19 best
practices by regularly
sanitizing equipment, and the
Union County Government
is supplying masks at the
courthouse for people who
don’t have them, as well as
hand sanitizer.

Voters cannot display
campaign-related materials/
clothing at polling places where
promoted candidates appear on
ballots. For example, voters
may not enter wearing hats,
T-shirts, masks, etc., promoting
Donald Trump or Joe Biden
for president. This includes
popular MAGA gear.

The ballot features
contested elections for the
following federal and state
offices: President of the
United States; two U.S. Senate
races; two Public Service
Commissioner races; the 9th
Congressional District seat;
District 51 State Senator; and 8th
District State Representative.

Also on the ballot are
uncontested elections for eight
local offices, including Clerk
of Superior Court, Sheriff,
Tax Commissioner, Surveyor,
Coroner, Sole Commissioner,
District 1 Board of Education
and District 3 Board of
Education.

The General Election
features three statewide ballot
initiatives for all Georgians to
decide, including two proposed
state constitutional amendments
and a referendum.

Amendment 1, if passed,
would enable state legislators to
use specifically imposed fees
and taxes expressly for their
intended purposes.

This amendment would
ensure that specific fees, such
as the $1 old-tire disposal fee
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charged in the purchase of every
new tire, actually go toward
their express purpose instead
of being allocated elsewhere,
as is current practice under
state law.

Amendment 2, if passed,
would enable citizens to freely
sue the state in an attempt to
challenge “state or local laws
that violate the Constitution of
Georgia, the U.S. Constitution,
or state law.” Currently, would-
be plaintiffs need government
permission to do this.

Statewide Referendum
A “establishes a tax exemption
for certain real property owned
by charities,” according to the
ballot, which would benefit
some nonprofits like the local
Habitat for Humanity.

Election Day will be
Tuesday, Nov. 3, from 7 a.m. to
7 p-m. That day, voters should
report to one of the 11 pre-
assigned Union County voting
precincts: Ivy Log, Dooly, Gum
Log, Blairsville, Pat Colwell,
Trackrock, Coosa, Jones
Creek, Owl Town, Choestoe
and Suches.

Voters are not required
to bring their mailed precinct
cards, but they must show a
valid photo ID to vote.

Registered voters who
will be at least 18 years of age
by Election Day are eligible to
vote during early voting, though
Oct. 5 was the registration
deadline for voters looking
to participate in the Nov. 3
election.

Absentee ballots are
being automatically mailed
to voters who informed the
Registrar’s Office they were
elderly or disabled on a
previous application, though
all others need to apply to get
their mail-in absentee ballot for
the General Election.

People may request
mail-in absentee ballots by
visiting https://ballotrequest.
sos.ga.gov, calling the local
Registrar’s Office at 706-439-
6016, or swinging by the office
at 65 Courthouse Street.

Following an absentee
ballot request, voters can easily
track the progress of their ballot
— before and after voting — by
signing up at https://georgia.
ballottrax.net/voter/.

People wanting to fill
out their absentee ballots/
applications and drop them
off in person to the Registrar’s
Office or exterior drop box at
the courthouse can do so up

to 7 p.m. on Nov. 3, which
is the current deadline for
acceptance of all absentee-by-
mail ballots.

The deadline to request
an absentee ballot is Oct. 30.
Voters should be aware it
could take days for requested
ballots to arrive in the mail
and potentially several more
for completed ballots to be
returned for counting when
mailed, so it’s best to request
one well in advance of the
deadline.

An absentee ballot/
application must be submitted
by the requesting voter, except
for a disabled person, who
may have a relative by blood
or marriage return his or her
absentee ballot/application.

Those who receive an
absentee ballot by mail but
decide to vote in person will
need to have their absentee
ballot canceled at time of
voting, so be sure to bring it to
the polls.

Election officials have
said double voting is not a
concern, as the system will
alert poll workers if a voter
has, for example, already cast
an absentee-by-mail ballot but
forgets and shows up at their
regular voting precinct on
Election Day.

Voters can access the
My Voter Page at mvp.sos.
ga.gov ahead of the election for
information on voter registration
status, mail-in application and
ballot status, poll location,
registration information on file
with the county office, sample
ballots and more.

The Registrar’s Office
has been receiving phone calls
by concerned voters receiving
confusing items in the mail,
including a mailer apparently
from the Georgia GOP that
says, “VOTER ALERT: Public
records indicate you have not
yet returned your absentee
ballot.”

Officials say that many
of the callers have already
submitted their absentee
ballots, despite what the mailer
says, and that people should
disregard third-party mailers.

Furthermore, voters
need only fill out one ballot
application, and the best way to
check absentee ballot status is
by using BallotTrax, checking
the My Voter Page or calling
the Registrar’s Office.
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Fast forward to about 11
p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4, and
Jordan was reportedly sitting
in his parked car behind the
graveyard at Ebenezer Baptist
Church off Gum Log Road,
waiting for his ex to drive by,
Bracket said.

He spotted her and a brief
chase ensued, during which he
allegedly forced her vehicle off
the road with his and kidnapped
her at gunpoint, Brackett said.

A passing motorist saw
her car abandoned in a ditch on
the side of the road and called it
into 911, so authorities knew to
be on the lookout for her.

After driving around,
Jordan reportedly took her to a
wooded area near his father’s
house and continued holding
her at gunpoint, threatening her
for another hour or so, Brackett

said.

“At some point, she
got away from him, and
deputies made contact with
her and got her to the hospital,”
Brackett said. “We obtained
warrants for him again for this
second incident involving the
kidnapping.”

Once again, Brackett
learned that Jordan was at his
father’s home, and investigators
and deputies responded to the
residence that Oct. 5 morning
to serve the warrants and take
him into custody.

“We went down there,
got his father out of the house
to be safe, and I got on the
(loudspeaker),” Brackett said.
“He was in the bed asleep, and
I told him that I was calling his
father’s phone that was laying
in the living room (and he went

to answer it).

“I negotiated with him
for approximately 15 minutes
and was finally able to convince
him to give himself up and
come out. He was taken into
custody without incident.”

Jordan was arrested on the
following charges: kidnapping
(Family Violence), four counts
of aggravated assault (Family
Violence), possession of a
firearm by convicted felon,
possession of a firearm or
knife during the commission
of a crime, felony probation
violation, criminal trespass,
reckless conduct, aggressive
driving and reckless driving.

He has been charged only
and is presumed innocent until
found guilty in a court of law.

North Georgia
Motorcycle Show

The North Georgia Mo-
torcycle Show scheduled for
Saturday, October 17th at the
North Georgia Technical Col-
lege campus, Blairsville, has
been cancelled due to concerns
with the Corona Virus.

NGTC
Board Meeting

North Georgia Techni-
cal College’s Board of Direc-
tors will meet on Wednesday,
October 21 at 3 p.m. on the
Clarkesville campus. For more
information, contact 706-754-
7702.
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MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs,
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work!
Blg Jobs and Small Jobs! ¢ Insured

See photos on Facebook under Lee Montgomery

Call 706-781-1806

FREE
DELIVERY!

(AN HONE FURNIGHNGS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835:1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Trust Tom Taylor
ﬁy Integrity YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
) Guidance Medicare
Advantage Plans

Supplements, Life,
Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel,
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing,

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements

No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates
Locally Owned & Operated

706-897-0411

RECOVE,
OV ZO0VERy,
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED \

(Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00
706-745-3145 « 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill Y,

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

BFG

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

jE3it ] Uniroyal

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Forever Flowers
Home Decor
Fashion Jewelry
Women's accesories

Gibson Land Service

Travis Gibson

706-897-8564

Baby Items
Personalized Gifts k A i
<,3§J\\ » 4@, Fall is here! Tree Removal
= A Wreathes, Bucket :l'ruck
Qf s Se arrangments, Gr.admg
75 e N T decor and more... Views

(706)230-9100
267 Cleveland St.
Blairsville, GA.

Mon-Wed 10-5
Thurs & Fri 10-6
Sat 10-3

24 Hour Service

Worker’s Compensation Insurance
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Kieth Prentice Heatingand Air LLC

» 13764 HLLY SISE
Prentice

Owner  Phone 706-745-9665

kigthcomfortconsultant@gmail com  Fax 706-835-268

Blairsville, Georgia 30512
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VAT KELLEY HOME
ﬁ IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling ¢ Painting
Yard Maintenance
& Much More

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485
FREE ESTIMATES

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance

“We go the extra mile” ENTI3T3

YOGA FOR EVERY-BODY

Private and Group Yoga Classes
Enjoy personalized yoga classes tailored
to fit the needs of you or your group.
Sessions in the comfort of
your own home or, weather permitting,
outdoor classes in scenic locations.

No experience necessary, all ages welcome!

Classes taught by Brooke Strickland,
Insured & Registered Yoga Instructor.

@ Call or Text Brooke @ 843-231-4588
for more information.
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SBLAIRSVILLE

%\ PuroClean

The Paramedics of Property Damage

706-400-6110
Your 24/7 Emergency Responder for
Water - Fire - Mold - Biohazard and
Covid-19/Viral Sanitizing Services
www.PuroClean.com/pev-ga

Ford * Hayesville, NC  888.342.2282 « Chevrolet *Murphy, NC « 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC + 828.349.5003

AUTOMDTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




